
GLOBAL AWARDS

My Liveable City has been appointed the administrator for 
purposes of communication and operational work arounds for 
DAIDA Awards edition 2021. All communications and queries 
should be addressed to academy@myliveablecity.com



The Inclusive City
T H E M E



Total cash reward Euros 20,000. Distribution will be as follows:

Jury will decide on the disbursement of the balance Euros 5000

P R I Z E
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€6000 €5000 €4000



DAIDA Foundation’s vision of The Inclusive CIty

By their very definition, cities are places for a diversity of people: old and young, rich and 
poor, women and men, healthy and physically and/or mentally challenged, religious and non-
religious, the majority as well as the many minorities.

In any country where citizens have freedom of movement, and particularly in the present 
decades when the pace of urbanisation has been growing around the world, there is no way of 
curbing this diversity.

We at MyLiveableCity believe that the ‘Happy City’ is one in which each group from this 
diversity of minorities feels welcome and safe and has the opportunity to enhance their 
prospects for the future in the city of their choice. Not only because it is morally right to let 
each minority participate and contribute in its own way in the progress of ‘their’ city, but also 
because a case can be made that the more the city allows and encourages even its minorities 
to engage and participate in the urban life, the more it will prosper economically (since a larger 
percentage of its citizens will be taking part in the urban economy). The participation of a 
larger group in the development of the city will also make it more resilient and culturally more 
engaging.

Through the public transportation they offer, the employment they have, the public spaces 
that are accessible to all and the affordable housing they create, cities have to make this 
happen to welcome the diversity of their population.

The important thing to remember is this: that since urbanisation is a dynamic process, 
there will never be an end to seeking equity in public places, in transportation, in housing and 
health benefits and education. A continuous effort must be made by each department of each 
city and, apart from the bureaucrats and professionals, all the citizens too need to continue to 
strive to achieve this goal.
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Shyam Khandekar Melissa Navarra Claudio Acioly Jr. José Chong

Founder of DAIDA FOUNDATION 
is the Chairman of its Board of 
Trustees. He is an architect, urban-
planner and urban-designer who 
has led multi-disciplinary design 
teams in major urban and landscape 
projects in Netherlands and India.

Shyam Khandekar is the co-
founder of MY LIVEABLE CITY, an 
international knowledge platform 
that publishes magazines & books 
and organizes conferences and 
educational programs. He believes 
cities can only be called successful 
and sustainable  if they can be made 
truly liveable for all. He is author of 
the book Designing for Sustainability 
through Upcycling (nai010, 2020) 
and co-author of the book Affordable 
Housing,Inclusive Cities (ORO, 2019). 
He has lectured extensively about 
his thoughts and his designs at 
universities and conferences around 
the world.

An Assistant Professor in Ateneo de 
Manila University, Philippines teaching 
Sociology. She has over two decades of 
government experience in involuntary 
eviction, resettlement, and housing 
prior to joining the Ateneo Faculty. 
During years in the government, as 
Head of the Resettlement Division, 
she designed, pioneered, and led 
government’s Participatory Resettlement 
Monitoring with “Community Building” in 
resettlement sites in different provinces in 
the Philippines through the “Community 
Organizing and Community Building 
Approach” under USD  4.6 million 
budget ; led the participatory remedial 
interventions in 18 resettlement sites 
with 30,000 families and secured USD 36 
million budget. 

Melissa is also the Executive Director of 
Joly Homes Foundation, an NGO that 
implements community organizing in 
informal settlements and resettlement 
sites towards formation of  cooperative 
and social enterprises, and initiates policy 
review and formulation in the area of 
resettlement and housing.

An architect and urban planner, 
a development practitioner with 
nearly 40 years of experience in 
more than 30 countries working 
as a practicing expert, program 
manager, resident technical and 
policy advisor or short-term 
consultant to governments, bilateral 
and multilateral organizations, 
academic institutions, civil society 
organizations and community-based 
organizations.

Acioly specialized in housing and 
slum upgrading. Throughout the 
years he worked intensively in the 
nexus housing and land policies-
city development strategies, 
combining it with capacity building, 
programme development and policy 
implementation.

Urban development and 
international cooperation specialist 
with over 15 years of working 
experience. Track record on 
managing global programmes 
for urban planning strategies, 
urban regeneration and public 
space policies in international 
organizations. Programme 
Management Officer at the 
Planning, Finance and Economy 
Section of the United Nations 
Human Settlement Programme. 
Technical coordinator for urban 
planning and design initiatives in 
Latin American and Arab States. 
Advisor for several national and 
local government on urban policies 
and strategies for sustainability. 
Graduated in International 
Cooperation, with specializations in 
Urban Development, Post-disaster 
Architecture, Renewable Energies 
and Sustainable Architecture and 
Urbanism. 

ADVISOR TO JURY



22 Participating Institutions from 6 countries, 44 theses submissions proposing 

Inclusive City ideas across 15 countries 

SOUTH AFRICA/SOUTH AFRICA

LEBANON

INDIA/INDIA
BANGLADESH

OMAN

CANADA

BRAZIL

PARAGUAY

ARGENTINA

PORTUGAL

BELGIUM/BELGIUM
THE NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

FINLAND

GHANA

RWANADA

ETHIOPIA

EGYPT/EGYPT

CYPRUS

PARTICIPATING
INSTITUTIONS

THESES SUBMISSIONS 
PROPOSING INCLUSIVE 
CITY IDEAS 
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• BMS College Of Architecture, Bangalore, India

• University Of Cape Town, South Africa 

• Sarvajanik College Of Engineering & Technology (SCET), Surat, India 

• Institute For Housing And Urban Development Studies,  Erasmus University,  
	 The Netherlands

• Ku Leuven’s Department Of Architecture, Leuven, Belgium

• University Of Stuttgart, Germany  

• National Institute Of Technology Calicut, India

• Manipal School Of Architecture And Planning, Manipal, India

• University Of Twente, The Netherlands

• Tata Institute Of Social Sciences - Centre For Urban Policy & Governance,  
	 School Of Habitat Studies, Mumbai, India

• VIT’s Padmabhushan Dr. Vasantdada Patil College Of Architecture, Pune, India

• Kamla Raheja Vidyanidhi Institute For Architecture And Environmental Studies, 	
	 Mumbai, India

• Balwant Sheth School Of Architecture, Mumbai, India



• Delft University Of Technology - Faculty Of Architecture And The Built 			 
	 Environment, The Netherlands

• School Of Planning And Architecture, Bhopal, India

• L.S.Raheja School Of Architecture, Mumbai, India

• AIN Shams University - Integrated Urbanism & Sustainable Design (IUSD),  
	 Cairo, Egypt

• CEPT University, Ahmedabad, India

• CTES College Of Architecture, Mumbai, India

• Ramaiah Institute Of Technology, Bengaluru, India

• School Of Planning And Architecture, Delhi, India

• Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India
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BMS College Of Architecture, Bangalore, India 
• Climate Responsive Urbanism. Patterns from Historic Precedents Applied to a Contemporary City – Rohini Iyengar
• Reimagining Traditional Occupations in Current Urban Influx – Rohith A.

University Of Cape Town, South Africa
• Why Does Land Tenure Security Matter to Planning? – Stefan van Veenendaal
• Reforming Layout Planning and Land Use Management Systems in Low Income Townships: the Case of Zwelihle in 		
	 Hermanus – Reatlehile Jankie

Sarvajanik College Of Engineering & Technology (SCET), Surat, India
• Softening the Edges of Ghettos to Curb its Impact of Social Exclusion, Case of Juhapura – Jigar Bipinchandra Patel
• Re-strengthening the Link between Sustainability & Urban Form.  An Urban Development of CBD Through Smart City 	
	 Mission, Vadodara – Dhwani Bhavsar 

Institute For Housing And Urban Development Studies,  Erasmus University,  
The Netherlands
• Disaster in Context of Crisis: Assessing the Performance of Community-based Initiatives in Urban Disaster Recovery   
	 – Angie Rizk

Ku Leuven’s Department Of Architecture, Leuven, Belgium
• Productive Foodscape: Cultivating Food Security in the Greater Montreal Area – Karmen Hoge
• Reversing Landscapes: Regenerative Forest Urbanism in the Guarani Territory – Natalia Recalde Miranda
• Invisible Networks – Understanding the City Through the Journeys of Female Asylum Seekers – Elena Giral Alonso

University Of Stuttgart, Germany  
•  Vulnerability and Coping Mechanism: A Case Study of the Informal (Tea) Stalls in Public Spaces of Dhaka city  
	 – Ishika Alim

National Institute Of Technology Calicut, India
• Balancing Economy and Sustainability: Carrying Capacity and Performance Assessment as Planning Tools to 			
	 Sustainably Navigate Tourism-based Economy in Coastal Destinations – Riya Sethia
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Manipal School Of Architecture And Planning, Manipal, India
• Revitalisation of Shankha Kshetra - Puri, as a Heritage Zone – Kshirabdhi Tanaya P. Sahu
• Urban Revitalization of Historic Commercial Core of Kollam City. Balancing the Relationship between Past and 		
	 Present – Sidhartha Sunil Dutt

University Of Twente, The Netherlands
• Perceived Tenure Insecurity within Deprivation: From a Geospatial Perspective – Esaie Dufitimana 
• The Impact of Gated Communities’ Developments on the Quality of Life of Local Residents in Periurban Areas.  
	 A Case of Accra City – Leticia Amoakoa Owusu

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India
• Regeneration of Open Public Space Systems in Noida. Social Integration of Urban Infrastructure for Achieving 		
	 Inclusive Public Realms – Himani Chahal
• Social and Ecological Regeneration of Defunct Agra Canal Stretch – Mohammad Rahman Hasan

Tata Institute Of Social Sciences - Centre For Urban Policy & Governance,  
School Of Habitat Studies, Mumbai, India
• Exploring Agrarian – Urban Transformation Process in Peri-Urban Area Through Land Pooling Policy  
	 (The Case Study of Neelwal Village, Delhi) – Vipul Kumar
• Everyday Negotiation and Placemaking in the Gig Economy: The Case of Oulu’s Food Delivery Couriers  
	 – Najwa Abdul Rasheed

VIT’s Padmabhushan Dr. Vasantdada Patil College Of Architecture, Pune, India
• Reimagining Central Vista : A Democratic Space for Nation, New Delhi  – Sai Veerkar
• Refamiliarization of the Everyday Spaces Near the Mutha River to Emphasize the Experience and Meanings   
	 – Amey Wadegaonkar
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2021Kamla Raheja Vidyanidhi Institute For Architecture And Environmental Studies, 
Mumbai, India
• Density as a Fulcrum of Quality of Life – Shreeya Date
•  Examining the Role of Quasi Formal Settlements in Spatial Growth of Tier Two Cities. A Case of Gunthewari Layouts in 	
	 Aurangabad (Maharashtra) – Chinmay S. Pade
• Urban Regeneration in the Historic Core of Nashik: Case of Saraf Bazar – Pratik Jadhav

Balwant Sheth School Of Architecture, Mumbai, India
• Space, Voids and Networks – Sayali Pravin Phansekar

Delft University Of Technology - Faculty Of Architecture And The Built Environment, 
The Netherlands
•  An Architecture of Enablement. A Participatory Housing Process for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia – Zhuo-ming Shia
• The Workers Madinat. Housing for Migrant Workers in Oman –  Ramona Scheffer
• Bridging Nicosia. Finding Common Ground for Building Peace in the Contested City – Ioanna Dimitriou

School Of Planning And Architecture, Bhopal, India
• Enhancing Community Wellbeing Through Landscapes – A Case of Neglected Open Space of Lal Bagh Palace,Indore   
	 – Priyanka Gupta  
•  Incorporating Crowd Sourced Social Media Data Footprint in Public Transport Service Quality Assessment Framework 	
	 – a Case of Delhi  – Apoorv Agrawal
• Addressing Climate Equity Concerns in Planning through Citizen Science – Akruti Murhekar

L.S.Raheja School Of Architecture, Mumbai, India
•  Mitigating the Ecological and Socio-Cultural Impacts of Transport Terminals on Urban Landscapes. A Case of Belapur 	
	 Multimodal Transport Gateway, Navi Mumbai – Abhishek Chakraborty
• Restoring Charkop’s Intertidal Wetlands, Reinstating the Socio-cultural Landscape of its Koliwada – Gauri Satam



AIN Shams University - Integrated Urbanism & Sustainable Design (IUSD), Cairo, Egypt
• Immigration and Social Integration. Approaches from Immigrant Civil Society and the Case of Lisbon, Portugal -  
	 –Vanessa García Otero
• The Environment and Children Independent Spatial Mobility: The Case of El-Zabbaleen, an Informal Settlement in 		
	 Cairo – Sara Zakareya

CEPT University, Ahmedabad, India
• Living the Ethos: Emblazoning the “Maada Veedhi”, Chennai – K Shanti
• Management of Night Shelters for the Urban Homeless –  Divyanshi Srivastava
• Assessing the Effectiveness of Inclusionary Zoning and Regulations in the Residential Affordable Housing Zone of 		
	 Ahmedabad : As a Tool to Providing Affordable Housing to the Low Income Groups – Chudgar Vishal Nitin

CTES College Of Architecture, Mumbai, India
• Heritage Management Plan for Revitalisation of a Wada and its Precinct - The Saraf Bazaar of Old Nashik City with 		
	 Respect to Cost Analysis –  Pallavi Prashant Pathak

Ramaiah Institute Of Technology, Bengaluru, India
• Landscape Dynamics for Integrated Textile Industrial Park, A Case of Yadgir, SEZ, Karnataka – Poornima K P

School Of Planning And Architecture, Delhi, India
• Landscape Development of Central Park, New Chandigarh – Manisha Wadhwa
• Integrated Conservation Strategies for the Historic Precinct of Chittur, Palakkad, Kerala – Gayathri MR
• Integrated Conservation Plan for the Historic Settlement of Avinashi – Sukan V
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Rohith A. 
Master Program:  
Habitat Design
Thesis Name: Reimagining 
Traditional Occupations in 
Current Urban Influx
Mentor: Rachna D R &  
Dr. Mamtha P. Raj

Vipul Kumar
Master Program: Urban 
Policy and Governance
Thesis Name: Exploring 
Agrarian – Urban 
Transformation Process in 
Peri-Urban Area Through 
Land Pooling Policy (The 
Case Study of Neelwal 
Village, Delhi)
Mentor: Dr. Lalitha Kamath

Gauri Satam
Master Program:  Landscape 
Architecture
Thesis Name: Restoring 
Charkop’s Intertidal 
Wetlands, Reinstating the 
Socio-cultural Landscape 
of its Koliwada
Mentor: Shilpa Bakshi 
Chandawarkar

Stefan van Veenendaal
Master Program: City and 
Regional Planning
Thesis Name: Why Does Land 
Tenure Security Matter to 
Planning?
Mentor: Tanja Winkler

Akruti Murhekar
Master Program:   
Environmental Planning
Thesis Name: Addressing 
Climate Equity Concerns 
in Planning through Citizen 
Science
Mentor: Dr. N.Sridharan

Zhuo-ming Shia
Master Program: Architecture 
Thesis Name: An Architecture 
of Enablement. A 
Participatory Housing 
Process for Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia
Mentor: Nelson Mota, Frank 
Schnater, Harald Mooij & 
Vanessa Grossman

Himani Chahal
Master Program:  
Urban Regeneration
Thesis Name : Regeneration 
of Open Public Space 
Systems in Noida: Social 
Integration of Urban 
Infrastructure for Achieving 
Inclusive Public Realms 
Mentor: Dr. Nisar Khan, 
Iqtedar Alam & Intekhab Alam

Natalia Recalde Miranda
Master Program: Urbanism, 
Landscape and Planning
Thesis Name: Reversing 
Landscapes: Regenerative 
Forest Urbanism in the 
Guarani Territory
Mentor: Kelly Shannon & 
Bruno de Meulder

Ramona Scheffer
Master Program: Architecture 
Thesis Name: The Workers 
Madinat. Housing for Migrant 
Workers in Oman
Mentor:  Nelson Mota, Paul 
Chan & Jan van de Voort

Sara Zakareya
Master Program: Integrated 
Urbanism & Sustainable 
Design
Thesis Name:  The Environment 
and Children Independent 
Spatial Mobility: The Case 
of El-Zabbaleen, an Informal 
Settlement in Cairo
Mentor: Dr. Mohamed Salheen, 
Dr. Astrid Ley & Dr. Heba Safey 
El-Din

Leticia Amoakoa Owusu
Master Program:  Geo-
information Science and 
Earth Observation
Thesis Name: The Impact 
of Gated Communities’ 
Developments on the Quality 
of Life of Local Residents in 
Peri-urban Areas. A Case of 
Accra City.
Mentor: Dr. J. A. Martinez & Dr. 
M. Madureira

Divyanshi Srivastava
Master Program: Urban 
Management
Thesis Name: Management 
of Night Shelters for the 
Urban Homeless
Mentor: Shelly Kulshreshtha

BMS College of 
Architecture, 
Bangalore, India

Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, 
Mumbai, India

L.S.Raheja School 
of Architecture, 
Mumbai, India

University of 
Cape Town, 
South Africa

School Of 
Planning And 
Architecture, 
Bhopal, India

DELFT University 
Of Technology, 
The Netherlands

Jamia Millia 
Islamia, New 
Delhi, India

KU Leuven - 
Belgium

DELFT University 
Of Technology, 
The Netherlands

AIN Shams 
University, 
Cairo, Egypt

University Of 
Twente, The 
Netherlands

CEPT University, 
Ahmedabad, India 

On 18 & 19 
January’22,  
12 finalists 
presented their 
thesis to the jury 
and answered 
questions in an 
online event. To view 
the video recordings 
of this event, visit 
the MLC Academy 
section on www.
myliveablecity.com
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The winners.. .



Vipul Kumar
Exploring Agrarian – Urban Transformation 
Process in Peri-Urban Area Through Land 
Pooling Policy (The Case Study of Neelwal 
Village, Delhi)

Himani Chahal
Regeneration of Open Public Space Systems 
in Noida: Social Integration of Urban 
Infrastructure for Achieving Inclusive Public 
Realms 

Mentors: Mentors:

Dr. Lalitha Kamath Dr. Nisar Khan, Iqtedar Alam & Intekhab Alam

D A I D A  F O U N D A T I O N  G L O B A L  U R B A N  T H E S I S  A W A R D S  -  2 0 2 1

SPECIAL MENTION

Tata Institute of Social Sciences,  
Mumbai, India

Jamia Millia Islamia,  
New Delhi, India
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D A I D A  F O U N D A T I O N  G L O B A L  U R B A N  T H E S I S  A W A R D S  -  2 0 2 1

Ramona Scheffer
The Workers Madinat. Housing for  
Migrant Workers in Oman

Zhuo-ming Shia
An Architecture of Enablement.  
A Participatory Housing Process  
for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Mentors: Mentors:

Nelson Mota, Paul Chan & Jan van de Voort Nelson Mota, Frank Schnater, Harald Mooij & 
Vanessa Grossman

rd3 PRIZE SHARINGJOINT €4000

DELFT University Of Technology,  
The Netherlands

DELFT University Of Technology,  
The Netherlands
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D A I D A  F O U N D A T I O N  G L O B A L  U R B A N  T H E S I S  A W A R D S  -  2 0 2 1

KU Leuven - Belgium

Natalia Recalde Miranda
Reversing Landscapes: Regenerative Forest  
Urbanism in the Guarani Territory

Mentors:

Kelly Shannon & Bruno de Meulder

nd2 PRIZE OF €5000
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D A I D A  F O U N D A T I O N  G L O B A L  U R B A N  T H E S I S  A W A R D S  -  2 0 2 1

Gauri Satam
Restoring Charkop’s Intertidal Wetlands,  
Reinstating the Socio-cultural Landscape  
of its Koliwada

Mentors:

Shilpa Bakshi Chandawarkar

st1 PRIZE OF €6000

L.S.Raheja School of Architecture, 
Mumbai, India



Competition Theme for 2022

CLIMATE CHANGE

Further details will announced soon
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For further information:

www.myliveablecity.com

or email

academy@myliveablecity.com


